and commissions that have opted into the Employee Handbook. For purposes of this provision,
"personnel-related matters" are those matters covered in the Employee Handbook. The Human
Resources Department employs persons qualified through education, experience, and/or training
who are sufficiently familiar with (1) basic current legal requirements on HR-related subjects, (2)
the County’s corporate philosophy concerning HR-related matters, and (3) recent HR-related
decisions within the County's employee base to supply a basis for reasonably comparable treatment
among similarly situated employees. In addition, the Human Resources Department also has
access to legal advice. Given this expertise and resources, employees and supervisors are to seek
Human Resources Department involvement and approval in personnel-related matters.

Fitness for Duty
There is a written job description for each position of employment. To be hired for a
position, a person must be able to perform the essential functions of the position without or with
reasonable accommodations. As a general rule, to be permitted to be on the job, an employee must
be fit for duty which means able to perform the essential functions of the position without or with
reasonable accommodations.
It is the duty of each employee and relevant supervisor to have a clear understanding of the
general job description of the position, of the essential functions of the position, and of the physical
and mental requirements of the position.
For each tour of duty, an employee shall either (1) timely report to work fit for duty or (2)
(A) timely notify the supervisor that s/he will be absent due to a fitness for duty issue and then (B)
report to Human Resources to discuss the fitness for duty issue.
An employee is under a duty to self-report to the Human Resources Department any work
restriction a medical professional imposes that is contrary to the employee’s job description,
essential functions, or physical and mental requirements of the position. A supervisor shall
observe assigned employees and, if the supervisor observes acts or omissions that give the
supervisor reason to believe an assigned employee is not fit for duty, the supervisor shall report
that information to the Human Resources Department.
If the County finds that an employee is not fit for duty for health reasons, the employee
must present to the Human Resources Director a medical professional’s written opinion that
employee is released back to work before employee may return to work.
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